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New Academic Year, New Blessings 

Divine Mercy Academy started the 

year in the best way possible, with 

Adoration, a blessing, and an ice 

cream party!  This is the first year 

that the school has kicked off the 

year with a “Backpack Blessing,” 

but  it may not be the last!  Coming 

before the Lord and praying for a 

healthy, happy, holy, and fruitful 

academic year  is exactly what the 

students and teachers of our community needed!  All who 

attended left feeling the graces of the blessing and com-

munity fellowship.   

Mercy Through Missions  

For World Mission Sunday on October 23, 2022, Bishop 
Sweeney, at the Cathedral of St. John the Baptist, led the dio-
cese in thanking and praying for those supporting missions 
around the world.  Ms. Matis, first grade 
teacher, who is the mission coordinator for 
Divine Mercy Academy was given the MCA 
award and  honored for her prayers and 
sacrifice in support of the missions with a 
plaque.  
 
According to Ms. Matis, DMA has been 
collecting for the missions for many years. 
It is important as Catholics to teach our 
children acts of charity and mercy in our 
daily lives. The youngest children in school 
are the most cheerful and true givers. The 
Lord loves a cheerful giver. We will continue to collect money 
to try and help the children of the world in some small way. 
As Father Joe Healy says, “God is good all the time, all the 
time God is good.” 



I am confident that DMA is the best place for my children to experience middle 
school. We have  a loving and dedicated principal, teachers that believe in their 
vocation, the support of Father Zig and  multiple parish communities, and other 
families that are willing to sacrifice to give their kids better  opportunities. I expect 
my child to be challenged, to grow, to be happy and to come out ready for 
the  future.  

- DMA Parent Class of ’21, ’24, ’26 & ‘30 

Welcome!  Middle School religion class is more appropriately a theolo-
gy class.  Meaning that there is an effort to study the Catholic faith with 
a thoughtful and critical mind.  To seek a better understanding of ‘why’ 
we believe what we believe, and not simply ‘what’ we believe.  Our 
greatest desire as human beings is to understand ‘why’, so let’s allow 
that curiosity to unlock the beautiful truths that our Lord has revealed.  
  
The 6th grade curriculum focuses on the Bible and God’s relationship 
with His people from creation to the early Church.  Students will read 
directly from the scriptures and will dive deeply into some familiar sto-
ries and some new ones as well.  The 7th grade curriculum focuses on 
the mystery of God Himself, the nature of the Church, and the celebra-
tion of the sacraments.  Can we know with confidence that God truly 
exists?  Yes!  Students will explore the two most important teachings of 
our faith: The Blessed Trinity and the Incarnation. The 8th grade curric-
ulum focuses on moral theology.  What makes something ‘good’?  What 
is the tradition of the Church in regards to the moral law?  Students will 
take basic principles from the intellectual tradition of the Church and 
see how they still very much apply in a modern world.  
  
Throughout all of the grades, frequent visits to the Church and daily 
prayer are the heart of the class.  To know about God is never as im-
portant as to know God personally.  
  
This is an academic class and students will be challenged to think, 
study, and write well.  Students of all different backgrounds have come 
through this class and have done well.   

DMA BUDDIES:  WHY IT WORKS  

HOW “CATHOLIC” IS THIS CATHOLIC SCHOOL? 

As a 7 th grader at Divine Mercy 

Academy, one of the best things I 

like about school is having a bud-

dy in the Pre-K 3 class. I look 

forward to hanging out with my 

buddy. I like being a role model 

for him. I like helping him in 

church and modeling how to act. 

However, the best part is being 

able to play with them and do 

crafts, something we don’t get to 

do too often in 7 th grade. The 

buddy program is one of the best 

things about DMA. 

As a parent of 4 kids in Divine 

Mercy Academy, one of the best 

programs the school has to offer 

is the buddy program. My 7 th 

grader, Jacob, is very fond of his 

pre-K3 buddy. I love that he has 

an opportunity to be a role model 

for a younger student, in an indi-

vidual way. This role has given 

Jacob confidence and has helped 

him grow. When he was younger, 

he learned a lot from his buddies, 

and I’m now happy to see Jacob 

passing this on to new DMA stu-

dents. 

- Jacob & Meghan Spear  

DMA STUDENTS       
PARTICIPATE AT 
FESTA CECILIA  
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STUDENT HIGHLIGHT 
 

“ I had indoor recess duty in 

8th grade today. This my 

son's class. The 3 girls were 

with the guidance counselor 

(they love her), which left 

me with these 9. You don't 

understand how I love these 

9. Many I've known since 

they were 4 years old, oth-

ers joined in 2nd grade dur-

ing a seamless school mer-

ger, and one came last year- 

but you would think he has 

been here forever and was a 

very welcome addition. After 

fooling around a little bit, 

they all decided to study for 

the religion test they had 

that next period. I snapped a 

quick pic of them all quizzing 

each other. They're literally 

all going to separate schools 

next year. They're so at-

tached to each other. This 

pic is so bittersweet to me 

I'm fighting tears posting 

this.”
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 MIDDLE SCHOOL TEACHER HIGHLIGHTS 

 

 

INSIDE STORY HEADLINE 
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Middle School Fire Retreat  

For more information on Divine Mercy Academy, check out 

the following:   

 

• www.dmarockaway.org 

• Divine Mercy Academy  on Facebook 

• @Dma_rockaway on Instagram 

• Email:  parentambassadors@dmarockaway.org  

• Call the Main Office— (973) 627-6003 

 

Several DMA middle school        
students attended this fall’s Fire 
Retreat, led by several DMA alum-
ni.  It included  ice breakers, talks, 
bonfires, confession, rosary, Mass, 
and more! 


